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A bronze statuette of mummiform Osiris on a wooden base. The god wears the White Crown of Upper
Egypt, with a central uraeus and chin strap, which would have originally attached to a false beard (now

missing). The facial features are cast in fine detail, with slender eyebrows over recessed almond-
shaped eyes with prominent cosmetic lines. The hands are crossed over the chest, and the lower ends
of the crook and flail remain below the fists – originally these implements would have extended upwards
towards the shoulders. Statuettes such as this were made in a range of sizes, and this is a notably large

example. One of similar size is now in The Metropolitan Museum, New York (61.45).

As firstborn child of the earth god Geb and sky goddess Nut, Osiris was one of the oldest gods in the
Egyptian pantheon. Myth positioned him as one of the first pharaohs of Egypt, who, along with his

consort Isis, taught agriculture and crafts to mankind. After his death at the hands of his brother Seth
and subsequent resurrection, Osiris ruled as Lord of the Underworld, god of reincarnation and judge of
the dead. He is often depicted in mummified form, holding the royal implements of the crook and flail

and wearing the White Crown in reflection of this role. By the first millennium B.C., statues and
statuettes of Osiris were offered in temples in great numbers, reflecting his importance. Statues of

Osiris have been found in sites identified as temples and shrines dedicated to the god, but others have
been found as offerings in contexts which are less clear.



 
 


