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A clay tablet featuring fifty inscribed lines in Akkadian on the obverse, reverse, and lower edge. The text
is a business letter sent by a certain Sabasi’a to three recipients: Puzur-Aššur, Šalim-Ištar, and Ikuppi-

Aššur. The letter discusses a payment of silver due to be settled by Sabasi’a with the others.

Akkadian is the earliest documented Semitic language. It was spoken in ancient Mesopotamia from the
third millennium B.C. until it was gradually replaced by Old Aramaic by the eighth century B.C.. It was

written in cuneiform. Cuneiform is the logo-syllabic script used to write several languages between the
early Bronze Age and the beginning of the Common Era. It was originally developed to write the

Sumerian language of southern Mesopotamia and is the earliest known writing system.

The Old Assyrian period is the first period from which there is evidence of the development of an
Assyrian culture separate from that of Mesopotamia, as well as the emergence of the Akkadian

language, and a native Assyrian calendar. Much is known about the culture and society of this period
from their extensive cuneiform records, with over 22,000 clay tablets found at the trading colony at

Kültepe. These tablets record that the Assyrians had their own distinct administrative structures and
court at this site, and were thus self-governing to some extent.
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