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A fragment of one of the earliest surviving Hebrew Bible manuscripts, dating to the ninth-tenth century.
This piece is from the Cairo Genizah, the cache of manuscripts from the Ben Ezra Synagogue, Cairo,

Egypt – the most important cache of early Medieval Jewish manuscripts ever discovered.

The text is written in black ink on vellum, in large, fine Eastern Hebrew square script, and is not
vocalised. The vellum is inscribed on both sides with part of 3 columns of 17 lines, blind-ruled, with the
story of Cain and Abel, Genesis 4:1-23. The script is extremely close to that of B.L.Or.445, the earliest

Pentateuch in the British Library, attributed to the ninth or tenth century. Even small fragments of this
date are extremely scarce.

The leaf rivals in date, or even predates, the earliest Hebrew biblical codices of the ninth or tenth
century, such as the surviving parts of the Aleppo Codex (c. 920, Jerusalem, Shrine of the Book), the

Damascus Pentateuch (c. 1000, Jerusalem, Hebrew University), the St. Petersburg Codex (dated
1008/1009, National Library of Russia, MS.B19a), and the London Codex (c. tenth century, British

Library, Or.4445).
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