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Inscribed Antelope Rhyton
Ancient Iran,

6th - 7th Century A.D.
Silver

H: 23 xW:5xL:28.5cm

The rhyton consists of three major sections: the head, front section of the body and rear section of the
body. Each section is hammered from one piece of silver. The design is by repoussé and chasing. The
head also contains the following added parts each made of hammered silver: two ears, two horns and
two bells attached from the points of the horns with wire hoops. Ears and horns extend for some
distance into the head of the antelope attached to the head by solder. The front part of the body contains
a spout, located between the front knees. There is a punched inscription in Middle Persian on the right
rear haunch, which gives the name and weight of the vessel. ltis likely the case that this silver vessel
was originally commissioned in honour of a Sasanian king.

Exhibitions

Sasanian Silver: Late Antique and Early Mediaeval Arts of Luxury from Iran, The University of Michigan
Museum of Art, Michigan, USA, August — September 1967.

Literature:

Sasanian Silver: Late Antique and Early Mediaeval Arts of Luxury from Iran, The University of Michigan
Museum of Art, Michigan, USA, 1967, p132, cat. 49.

David Aaron Ltd, 2022, No. 10.



