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H: 11cm
 

This beautiful marble portrait is the Hellenistic depiction of the Greek goddess Artemis (whose Roman
equivalent was Diana). She was the goddess of the wild, nature, hunting, chastity and in time, childbirth;
and was the twin sister of Apollo, who was associated with art, poetry, love and the sun. The story of her

birth recounts how at only a few days old, she helped her mother Leto deliver her twin brother. Her
ancient cult remained incredibly popular, with many statues being created in dedication to her in various

temples around the ancient world. This delicate marble head has been elegantly and naturalistically
carved from a superior quality white marble, which possesses an almost translucent appearance.

Depicted with thick curls tied back into a low bun, soft features and a knowing gaze – it is one of the
most iconic images of the ancient world. Bust portraits such as this were commonly used as small

devotional aides, and it would have likely filled a niche in a house or place of worship.
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