
Head Of A Kore Or Sphinx
Greece

6th - 5th Century B.C.

Limestone

H: 48.3cm
 

That the torso represents a female rather than a male is implicit from the tunic (the neckline is faintly
visible) and the character of the coiffure with its long tresses, three to each side of the face, falling

loosely across the shoulder and down the front of the body. At the back of the head, the hair, which is
neatly arranged in nine long parallel tresses with striations that create an overall herringbone pattern,
terminates in a horizontal undulating edge near the shoulder blades. The hair is swept back in a bold

wave over the ears, and thereby imparts a greater prominence to the ears. Given the incomplete nature
of the sculpture once cannot altogether discount the possibility that it may represent a sphinx.
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